
LLNRD Board Levies Penalty On Landowner 
The penalty issued to Prokop will al-
low the Wilber resident to continue 
to irrigate in 2017, but that practice 
will cease at the end of the current 
season and will not be re-instated 
until the 2022 irrigation season. 

Prokop challenged the LLNRD’s first 
action against him in District Court.  
The court found in favor of the NRD 
in that action.

Four years without irrigation is the 
penalty levied against Nance Coun-
ty landowner Robert Prokop for 
violations of the Lower Loup NRD’s 
Groundwater Management rules.

At it’s June meeting, the LLNRD 
Board of Directors approved a 
penalty that means no irrigation on 
Prokop’s land from 2018 through 
2021.  This is the second time a pen-
alty has been levied against Prokop 

for failure to file required reports 
with the District.

Prokop’s land is the NRD’s Phase III 
Groundwater Management Area 
that stretches from near south of 
Palmer to just south of Columbus 
along the Loup River.  Landowners 
there are required to report on 
water use, fertilizer application and 
other factors as the Lower Loup NRD 
continues to combat high nitrate 
levels in the groundwater.

Average Groundwater Levels Rebound Slightly 
increase in groundwater levels in 
Valley County, 0.57 foot and the 
largest average decline in Howard 
County, 0.54 feet.

The trend line for the District 
average can be found below.  The 
complete report can be found 

Average springtime groundwater 
measurements across the Lower 
Loup NRD show a slight increase in 
2017.  The district-wide average was 
an increase of ? foot (? inches).

LLNRD General Manager 
Leon “Butch” Koehlmoos said 
groundwater monitoring began in 
1976 and has been done annually in 
each of the following four decades. 

The NRD’s Assistant General 
Manager, Russell Callan, said that 
over the 41 years, groundwater 
levels continue to show an upward 
trend.  The Lower Loup NRD 
numbers show the largest average 

at www.llnrd.org.  Click on the 
“Resources” tab, then “Downloads,” 
and the link is near the bottom of 
the page.

Report Shows Improvement In Water Quality  
Average groundwater nitrate (NO3)
levels across the Lower Loup Natural 
Resources District declined slightly in 
2016.  When water samples from 993 
locations in the district were aver-
aged, the groundwater nitrate level 
declined from 5.1 parts per million 
(ppm) in 2015 to 4.4 ppm in 2016.  

Those figures do not include the 
NRD’s lone Groundwater Quality 
Management Area, Area 28, which is 
located south of the Loup River from 
southeast of Palmer to south of 
Columbus.  High nitrate readings 
there bring the numbers to an aver-
age of 10.6 ppm in 201, compared to 
11 ppm in 2015.  

The Lower Loup 
NRD has initiated 
several regula-
tions to control 
high nitrates in 
Area 28, including 
a requirement to 
utilize groundwa-
ter flowmeters.  
The requirement 
means that the 
high nitrate levels 
in the water can 
be used to reduce 
fertilizer applica-
tion.
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The 2016 Lower Loup NRD average for groundwater 
nitrate, not including Area 28, still trends upward. 
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The Lower Loup NRD Board of 
Directors has begun the process 

vacancies were created by the death 

re-elected to their seats in 2016, 
and new Board appointees will serve 

that both seats again go before 

found on the Lower Loup NRD 

to the Lower Loup NRD Board, and 
indicate their natural resources 

LLNRD Seeks To Fill Two Board Vacancies
background, their reasons for 

General Manager
Lower Loup NRD
2620 Airport Drive

The Lower Loup Natural Resources 
Districtl held a public hearing at the 

Drive in Ord, on March 30, 2017, to 
consider approval of rules and reg-

The rules, which were approved by 

-

New Erosion/Sediment Control Rules Okayed
The new rules can be found on-line 
at the Lower Loup NRD web site, 

 
“Resources” tab, then drop down to 
“Downloads,” and the rules will be 

side of the rec area, provides both 

Visitors can reserve a spot on-line 

About half the spots at each 
-

site are a coin operated 
shower house that includes 

-

New Camp Services Available at Davis Creek

A Message From The Manager

These are wells no longer being used 
for their intended purpose and usu-
ally in such a state of disrepair that 

-

-

this soil barrier is penetrated with a 
well and the well has deteriorated to 

-
duit to our valuable ground water 

considered old wells as our greatest 
threat to our groundwater drinking 

water well?

•

• -

•  The water well poses a health or

•  The well is considered illegal in ac-

•

licensed water well contractor for
-

ing, ranching, agricultural purpos-
es, or at their place of abode and is

What can you do?  Be alert to old 
wells that haven’t been proper-

-

of the ground could be an old well 

concrete pad on the edge of an 

-

well casing that poses a sever threat 

anyone that has an old well need-
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side of the rec area, provides both 

Visitors can reserve a spot on-line 

site are a coin operated 
shower house that includes 

-

LLNRD General Manager 
Leon “Butch” Koehlmoos

The Lower Loup NRD’s update of 

(HMP) is currently under state and 

districts, is expected to be approved 

Agency (FEMA) before the end of 

disasters covered by an HMP are 

found on the Lower Loup NRD web 
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